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The Piggott School
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2025-2026

	Date this summary was published
	June 2025

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	June 2026

	Name of the school music lead
	Samantha Taylor

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	

	Name of local music hub 
	Berkshire Music Trust

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	Musicscool



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	More detailed information about the music curriculum is published on the school’s website found here:
https://www.piggottschool.org/page/?title=Music&pid=383
In years 7 and 8, there are two scheduled music lessons per fortnight.  In year 9, Music is part of a carousel, plus students who have chosen the subject for GCSE begin the course.  In KS4, there are either four or five lessons per fortnight.  In KS5 this is nine.
All students are given opportunities to sing and perform on instruments, as well as compose and study music from a wide variety of genres.
Currently, both GCSE and A-level music courses are offered.
Once a year there is a Jazz Day led by a local jazz practitioner.  This augments the curriculum for both GCSE and A-level. 


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Extra-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	Students have access to high quality music tuition offered by visiting music teachers from the Berkshire Music Trust and local musicians.  In addition, the music department is used two evenings a week by a local music organisation called Musicscool, which also offers a range of instrumental tuition.
Currently, tuition during school time includes:
· piano
· violin, viola, ‘cello
· trumpet/cornet, horn, trombone, baritone
· flute, clarinet, alto and tenor saxophone
· drumkit
· acoustic and electric guitar, bass guitar
· voice
Orchestra rehearses for school events.  Recently, the string group amalgamated with the WindBand to create an orchestra.  There are also spaces for piano, drumkit and percussion.  Rehearsals take place in a large, well equipped teaching room.  KS5 students are given the opportunity to learn conducting skills.
Junior Choir for KS3 students.  Older students are given the opportunity to learn conducting skills.
String Group currently involves violins, viola, ‘cellos and double bass.  It is led by a member of staff with violin speciality.
Handbells offered to GCSE, A-level, more advanced students and staff.
Flute Ensemble offers three-part ensemble sessions, preparing for school events.
Students have access to practice rooms for their own practice and ensemble work during some break and lunch times, mainly for exam preparation.  All practice rooms have a piano and a computer (for music tech).
PP students are able to undertake instrumental/vocal lessons funded by Pupil Premium.  Tuition for other students is paid for by parents/guardians, although some students are funded by school.  All extra-curricular activities offered in school are free.





Part C: Musical events
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as concerts and shows, and input from professional musicians.
	There are two major school/public events that are supported by the music department in the Autumn term: Remembrance and the Carol Service.  These involve soloists, the WindBand/Orchestra and various groups such as Handbells, Junior Choir, String Group and other small ensembles.  In addition to the Remembrance Service, where possible, students play in assemblies to assist with creating the atmosphere for Collective Worship.
After the Carol Services, year 10 GCSE Music students visit a local care home to bring Christmas music and cheer to the residents.
At the end of the Autumn term there is a series of Rock Concerts, a tradition that is over 45 years old.  They are organised and led by 6th form students, although involve performers from all year groups.
In both the Spring and Summer terms there is a school concert, sometimes collaborating with Dance.  Students for these are drawn from the various ensembles run by music staff as well as ensembles run by students themselves, plus soloists.   Students from across all year groups participate including SEND and PP.
The Spring and Summer concerts have a small charge for the audience which helps to raise money for extra instruments.  Currently, money is being raised for a new electric piano.  Recent purchases, funded by the PTA, have included one timpani plus a glockenspiel for the Orchestra.
Students also have the opportunity to perform in outside concerts eg organised by the Berkshire Music Trust.  These change from year to year, depending on what is offered.  However, in July 2026 this will be the Senior Music Festival.
GCSE and A-level students have the opportunity to take part in a Jazz Day each Spring led by a jazz practitioner, learning and conducting two pieces for the Spring concert.





In the future
	Long term, there is the possibility of offering Level 2 Music Technology.
Extra-curricular music changes depending on the expertise of staff (not just music staff eg trainee teachers).
We are always looking to increase the provision of instrumental and vocal lessons, recently increasing this to include violin/viola.


Further information
	Berkshire Music Trust
https://berksmusictrust.org.uk/
Musicscool
https://www.musicscool.co.uk/
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