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How do religious believers express themselves in art? 

 

 
shirk 

 
     

 

Associating  
 

• Anything with Allah, 
including idols. 

• Images of God and 
Muhammad etc are 
forbidden 

 

 

 
idols 

 
i / dols 

 

 
Images or representations 
 
Of a God used as an object or 
worship 
e.g. statues 
 

 

 

 
awe 

 
         

 

 
Feelings 
 

Of great respect, sometimes 
mixed with fear or surprise 

 

 

 
deity (deities) 

 
de / i / ty 

 

 
God or Goddess 
 
Supernatural divine beings 

 



 

 
murti 

 
mur/ ti 

 

 
Hindu Culture 
 
Image, statue or idol of a deity 
or human. 

 

 

 
iconography 

 
i / co / nog / ra / phy 

 

 
Use of Images 
 
Such as figures to express 
different religious: 
beliefs      ideas       events 

 

 

 
architecture 

 
ar / chi / tec / ture 

 

 
Process and product 
 
Of designing and constructing 
buildings 

 

 

 
church 

 
 

 

 
Place 
 
Of Christian worship 

 



 

 
mosque 

 
 

 

 
Holy Building 
 
Muslim place of prayer 

 

 

 
synagogue 

 
syn / a / gogue 

 

 
Place 
 
Of Jewish worship 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
mandir 

 
man/ dir 

 

 
Place (temple) 
 
Of Hindu worship. 

 

 

 
gurdwara 

 
gur / dwa / ra 

 

 
Place 
 
Of Sikh worship 

 



 

 
rood screen 

 
 

 

 
Partition/screen 
 
Used to separate the alter from 
the pews (seats) in a church 

 

 

 
altarpiece 

 
al / ter / piece 

 

Artwork 
 
Representing a religious image. 
 
Placed behind alter in a church 
e.g. painting or sculpture 

 

 

 
idolatry 

 
i / dol / a / try 

 

 
Act of 
 
Praying to a picture or object of 
God or other Gods as part of a 
religion. 

 

 

 
buddharupa 

 
bud / dha / ru / pa 

 

 
Statue 
 
Of Buddha, used to focus during 
Buddhist worship. 

 



 

 
crucifix 

 
cru / ci / fix 

 

 
Cross 
 
With figure of Jesus 

 

 

 
hymn 

 
 

 

 
Religious song/poem 
 
Of praise to God or a God 
 
 

 

 

 
interpretation 

 
in / ter / pre / ta / tion 

 

 
Way  
 
Of explaining or representing 
something or its meaning 

 

 

 
spirituality 

 
spir / it / u / al / i / ty 

 

 
Way 
 
Someone connects with 
something bigger than 
themselves 
 

 


