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Welcome
December 2020

Dear Student

Re: YEAR 9 OPTIONS: PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE

Year 8 into 9 Options is one of the most exciting times in your education as it gives you your first real
opportunity to select some of the subjects that you will study for the next three years. It also marks
the start of planning for your future; the decisions that you make now will have an impact on post 16
and career choices.

At The Piggott School our aim is to offer all students a broad, well balanced and relevant learning
programme.

All of you will continue to study the examined ‘core’ subjects of: English Language, English
Literature, Mathematics, Science (single or double) and Religious Studies.

You will also study courses in Physical Education and PSHCE. Opportunities exist for you to study a
range of other GCSE courses.

Every effort is made by your subject teachers, form tutors, Head of Year and the Senior Leadership
Team, to offer you information, advice and guidance in the weeks leading up to this time of choice

Mr MacLeod
Acting Deputy Headteacher
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FAQs for students
WHO chooses my options?
YOU choose your subjects. You should talk things through with your parents and you will also be
helped by your teachers.

WHY is my choice important?
You are making a three year commitment and it is vital that you enjoy what you are doing.
You are preparing yourself for both working and leisure time in the future; you should consider both
aspects. Your choices now may well make a big difference to which courses you can take in Years 12
and 13 and later, at university, or at work.

HOW do I make my choice?
DO:


Find out exactly what each course involves by reading the details in this booklet.



Consider how well you will cope with the demands of the subject. (Ask your teachers for help.)



Consider the entrance requirements of any area of employment you are interested in.



Be careful not to close any doors at this stage because you may well change your mind about
jobs later.

DON’T choose a subject because:



Your friend is doing the course



You like the teacher



You think it will be easy

WHICH courses must I take?
Some of your curriculum is compulsory. You will continue to take English, Mathematics, Science, PE,
Religious Studies and PSHCE.
In addition you choose 4 subjects from the options blocks.

How many examination subjects will I take?
Most students take a maximum of 10.
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Key stage 4 Option Subject List

Art and Design GCSE
Business GCSE
Chinese GCSE
Computer Science GCSE
Level 2 Cambridge National Certificate in Creative iMedia (IT)
Design & Technology GCSE
Drama GCSE
Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE
French GCSE
Further Mathematics Level 2 and Statistics GCSE

Geography GCSE
German GCSE
History GCSE

Media Studies GCSE
Music GCSE
Photography GCSE
Physical Education GCSE
Spanish GCSE
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GCSE Options

The open choices comprise a comprehensive range of GCSE subjects.

It may be helpful for you to understand that from 2011 the Government introduced the English
Baccalaureate, (EBacc). They believe that schools should offer students a broad range of academic
subjects to age 16, and the EBacc promotes that aspiration. It is not a qualification in itself, but will
recognise students’ achievements across a core of selected academic subjects. The EBacc is awarded
for achievement of a 4-9 grade in all of the following GCSEs: English, Maths, Science, a language and a
humanities subject, (History or Geography). As you will see, our options system allows all students to
opt for programmes to qualify for the EBacc award if they wish.

In September 2015, a new style of GCSE exam was introduced for maths and English. The key changes
from the old style GCSE are:


A new grading system ranging from 1-9 with 9 being the highest grade awarded



Assessment is by external exam only i.e. no coursework or controlled assessment
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CEAIG—Careers Education, Advice, Information & Guidance
The choices that you make now are very important as they can affect the range of options
available to you at the end of Year 11. To help make the right choices in Year 8, students are
provided with reliable and timely careers information.
The Piggott School provides:
Year 8


Careers lessons in PSHCE



Computer software to match strengths and preferences to occupations



Specialist lessons/assemblies focusing on option choices



Lunchtime drop-in sessions with our Advice and Guidance Mentors—Mrs van den Berghen and
Mrs Chipperfield.



Careers guidance from specialist staff at school



A Virtual Options Evening



One to one meeting with the Leadership Team



An opportunity to visit a careers convention/job fair (Covid 19 dependent)

Year 9 and beyond


A PSHCE programme that focuses on preparation for career management and exploration



Guest speakers in a number of occupational areas from industry



Interviews with careers advisors



Help with career decisions at 16+



Use of drop-in career clinics

Students are reminded that they can help themselves by:


Researching career options online. Suggested sites are detailed below:
www.fasttomato.com
www.icould.com/watch-career-videos/
www.educationandemployers.org/programmes/tes-growing-ambitions/
www.ucas.com
www.careersbox.co.uk

www.adviza.org.uk/who-am-i/young-person
www.unifrog.com (students will receive a log in to this as they move through KS4)


Using careers related computer software



Talking about their career ideas with their teachers
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Art & Design
What are the areas I will study?
The Art department offers AQA, GCSE Art & Design.
What activities will I take part in?
This course offers each student the opportunity to explore a wide range of materials, skills and techniques,
covering a variety of aspects within Art and Design. The course begins in Year 9 with a series of foundation
projects that introduce students to skills and techniques that are necessary to successfully complete the course.
In year 10 they will complete a project set by their class teacher before moving on to plan and develop their
own project based on the skills and strengths of their work.

The themes and materials covered on this course are very wide ranging and include areas of graphic design,
including digital design using Photoshop, photography, textile silk design and ceramics, as well as the very
popular traditional 2D media of drawing, painting and printmaking including etching and relief printing.
The Art department runs an open studio every Friday from 3pm until 4.15pm and we encourage as many
students as possible to attend regularly. (Times and days may vary due to COVID restrictions).

What knowledge, understanding, skills and values will I develop?
Students will be encouraged to develop knowledge, skills and values which will help them to express their own
ideas, thoughts and feelings. They should gain an understanding of some of the creative processes used within
Art and Design, helping them to develop their own ideas and produce their own personal outcomes.
Students will also develop the skills to evaluate their own work and the work of other artists. They will be
required to discuss their work and ideas with other members of the class as well as their teacher.
How will I be assessed?
Coursework completed in class accounts for 60% of the final grade. The remaining 40% is an externally set
project which culminates in a 10 hour practical examination on a theme for which students have carefully
researched and prepared ideas.
Who do I see for more information?
For more information, students can speak to their individual Art teacher or come and talk to Mrs Franklin
(Room 10).

8

Key Stage 4 Options 2021-2024

Business GCSE
What are the areas I will study?

What activities will I take part in?


You will gain an insight on working life and society



There are informative and enjoyable lessons with opportunities for group and class discussion and opinion on
current topics that affect the UK and economies throughout the world



The department organises trips to companies to appreciate Business outside of the classroom



Lessons are interactive, engaging, thought-provoking and fun with opportunities to take part in group work,
presentations, case studies and ICT activities. Pupils like being in the department!

What will I study and how will I be assessed?
GCSE Business encourages pupils to:
 Become effective and independent learners and as reflective thinkers with enquiring minds
 Develop as enterprising individuals
 Use an enquiring, critical approach, build arguments and make informed judgements
 You will develop key skills, such as communication, team-working, organisation, leadership,
creativity, speaking and application to the real world through group projects
 Apply your knowledge, understanding and skills to contemporary business and global issues
 Appreciate the ever changing business environment, especially technology
 Consider ethics and sustainability
 Develop your skills for further education and employment

The exam asks you to apply your answers to short case studies based on a variety of businesses, you will need the ability
to problem solve, apply, think deeply, analyse and give opinion. You will be prepared for this through revision sessions,
mock exam papers and one-to-one and group support.
We hope that you find Business challenging and rewarding, and that you gain a greater knowledge of business and the
outside world. Most of all: enjoy it!
Who do I see for more information?
Come and talk to Mr. Drosdzowski (Business Office in Sixth Form or room S3)
or email: DrosdzowskiC@piggottschool.org
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Computer Science
What are the areas I will study?
In a day and age where almost every sphere of our life is dominated by computers and technology, the study of Computer Science will teach you how
these computer systems work, how they are designed and programmed.
You will learn about diverse computational systems and how they influence all fields of life today. Whatever future career you go on to choose, the
skills that you will learn in this course, for example, of computational thinking, problem solving, algorithm design and programming, will prove
invaluable to you.
This is an academic qualification that counts towards your EBacc. Apart from helping develop general critical thinking and logical reasoning skills, this
course is also particularly suited for students who have an interest in software development or a career in a STEM
related subject in the future
What activities will I take part in?







Computer Science lessons are fun, fast-paced and exciting, where you will have many opportunities for group
work and class discussions with like-minded and dedicated peers.
We have subject specialist teachers who are passionate about the subject and will give you a very solid
grounding in it. Our excellent results every year is testimony to this.
You will be given the chance to mentor younger students and in turn will be supported by your
senior mentors in our specially designed support sessions
You will create your own applications/projects using Python and discover other languages like SQL.
Discover how you can take an idea and turn it into a working solution.
We liaise with many companies including Microsoft, Cisco, Oracle, the NCSC and National Museum of
Computing to arrange work experience/seminars/competitions/trips for all students.

Who should do this subject?
You should do this subject if you have liked the programming topics like BitsBox, Small Basic, Python etc. and /or the
theory topics like Networking, Binary, Cyber security, etc.
What knowledge, understanding, skills and values will I develop?
The qualification will build on the knowledge, understanding and skills established through the Computer Science elements of the Key Stage 3
programme of study. This qualification gets pupils to think about real world problems and the way they can use computational thinking to solve them.
This qualification encourages learners to understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of Computer Science including:



Knowledge of internals of computer systems, and how computers communicate
Binary and data representation



Designing, programming, testing and refining software solutions



Think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically



Understand the impact of digital technology to the individual and to wider society

How will I be assessed?
The exam board OCR requires you to sit 2 externally assessed exams. Each contributes to 50%
of your overall grade.
The exams will cover a wide range of topics that teach you the theory of Computer Science like
components of a PC, CPU architecture, how computers are networked, operating systems,
systems security and also, advanced programming concepts including algorithms, computational
thinking and how data is represented in computer systems.
Questions will include various styles, from short answers to longer style questions that will require both knowledge and its application to given
scenarios. You will be prepared for your exams through revision sessions, mock exam papers, and both one-to-one and group support.
Apart from this, you will also get the opportunity to design, code, and test exciting programs (non-assessed) using Python skills. Through these, you
will gain an excellent insight into the world of software engineering, and highly in-demand skills such as analysis, design, programming, logical and
critical thinking.

Who do I see for more information?

Mrs Bhattacharya—Head of Computing and ICT
The Computing and ICT Department
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Level 2 Cambridge National Certificate in Creative iMedia

(IT pathway)
What are the areas I will study?
This is a vocational IT course that is best suited for students who are looking to undertake a further qualification in creative IT skills. This
qualification is industry relevant, geared to key sector requirements and very popular as it suits a broad range of learning styles and abilities .
It provides a broad and solid foundation for further study of various aspects of IT, such as games design , web design, graphic
design, computer and interactive media.
This qualification has been designed to do the following -



Equip young people with the knowledge, understanding and skills they need to design
and make, effective digital products for others to use



Enable young people to use digital tools as a means of expression to inform, persuade
and entertain



Equip learners with a range of creative media and IT skills and provide opportunities to
develop, in context, desirable, transferable skills such as research, planning, and review,
working with others and communicating creative concepts effectively
Through the use of these skills, learners will ultimately be creating fit-for-purpose creative IT/
media products, develop the skills they need to support future learning, and be able to exploit the creative digital industri es.
Who should do this subject?
You should do this subject if you like being creative and want to develop in demand IT skills, including building exciting games and websites.

What will I study and how will I be assessed?
This course involves 2 mandatory units, one of which is an externally assessed exam, and the other is an internally assessed coursework
unit.
These units will enable you to understand pre-production skills used in the creative and digital media sector . It will develop your ability to
interpret client briefs, time frames, deadlines, relevant legislation, and preparation techniques that form part of the planning and creation
process, as well as teach you the purpose and uses of a range of pre-production techniques including visualisation, camera angles, scripts,
file formats, digital graphics and their suitability.
There will be 2 other internally assessed coursework units. These will require you to build exciting and engaging websites and
games. These are detailed below:
 Developing digital games
The computer game industry is one of the fastest-growing sectors of the economy. Some
games have crossed over into blockbuster entertainment territory, with people queuing
overnight to get the latest releases.
 What makes some games better than others?
 How do designers come up with good ideas and how do these initial ideas get
transformed into games that people want to play?
In this unit you will learn to understand the basics of creating digital games and their environments for the creative and digital media sector. You will create a playable game from an
existing design or brief.
This will also teach you to interpret a client brief, and to use time frames, deadlines and preparation techniques as part of the planning and creation process when creating a digital game.

 Multipage website:
This is a practical project that aims to give you the knowledge and skills you need to produce
attention grabbing web products using web authoring software, multimedia assets and navigation features.
It will allow you to interpret a client brief and to use planning and preparation techniques
when developing a multipage website.

Who do I see for more information?

Mrs Bhattacharya or Mrs McDonald
The Computing and ICT Department
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Design & Technology

Design and Technology will give you opportunities to combine your designing and making skills with knowledge and
understanding in order to create high quality products. You will learn about electronics, computing, engineering, CAD, CAM,
materials technology and also develop critical skills in problem-solving, innovation and team-work. Design and Technology will
prepare you for future career paths in engineering, manufacturing and the creative industries.
What are the areas I can study?
The core theory will cover metals, papers and boards, polymers (plastics), systems (electronics and mechanisms), timbers and
textiles. You will have the opportunity to specialise in more depth on a specific material area which is likely to depend on the
preference and strengths of each group. You will be able to use any materials in your non-exam assessment (NEA) project
regardless of the specialist material category you study for the written exam.
What activities will I take part in?
D&T is predominantly a practical subject that will enable you to understand and apply iterative design processes through which
you explore, create and evaluate a range of outcomes. You will use creativity and imagination to design and make prototypes,
using modelling to develop and prove your product concept and function, which solve real and relevant problems considering
your own and others’ needs, wants and values.

You will build on your KS3 subject knowledge incorporating knowledge and understanding of different materials and
manufacturing processes in order to design and make, with confidence, prototypes in response to issues, needs, problems and
opportunities. You will learn how to take design risks, helping you to become resourceful, innovative and enterprising citizens.
You will develop an awareness of practices from the creative, engineering and manufacturing industries. Through the evaluation
of the outcomes of D&T activity, both historic and present day, you will develop an understanding of its impact on daily life and
the wider world and understand that high-quality D&T is important to the creativity, culture, sustainability, wealth and well-being
of the nation and the global community.
What knowledge, understanding, skills and values will I develop?
The D&T department is very well equipped and you will have the opportunity to use a range of specialist tools and equipment,
including the laser cutter, dye sublimation printer, CNC router and 3D printer, to safely produce high quality products.
You will learn about a range of materials, including their properties and techniques used, to shape and construct practical
products using them. You will use Computer Aided Design, as well as manual techniques, to communicate your designs through
2D and 3D drawings, annotated sketches and circuit diagrams of your design ideas. You will also find out how electronic systems
provide functionality to products and can respond to a variety of inputs and outputs, including the use of programmable
components to embed functionality into products.
How will I be assessed?
50% will be from an external exam which will have two sections: (i) the core content and (ii) specialist material category.
50% of the total marks will be from a non-exam assessment (NEA). The NEA will require you to produce a functioning prototype
based on a design brief and specification you develop in response to a challenge set by the exam board. When completing your
project you will apply designing and making principles and your knowledge and understanding of technical principles.
Who do I see for further information?
Please see Mr Smith, Mrs Parker or Mr Demby-Wheeler
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Drama
What are the areas I can study?
Drama is a creative subject that incorporates both practical and theoretical elements
through devising, text in performance work, analysis of process (portfolio) and a
written exam in the final year that requires practical exploration prior to the
examination date. During the course you will work with other people, responding to,
developing and presenting your skills through explorative class work and performance.
In reflection you will evaluate your own work and that of others through discussion
and written based work. From acting, to backstage, design to technical, this is an allencompassing subject with a range of opportunities made available to you. In addition you will get the chance to see live theatre
productions throughout the three years and experience a range of ‘developmental’ workshops too.
What activities will I take part in?
Practical: You will be developing your performance skills over the next three years, extending knowledge and understanding of

application through a range of different topics/themes, play texts and practitioner study.


It is about understanding what it is like to put yourself in somebody else’s shoes, considering different viewpoints, as well
as your own.

It is about playing many parts in different imaginary situations, being part of a team and being able to co-operate
positively with others.

It is about being able to work with a variety of people in pair, group and whole class work, as well as individually. To be
able to rehearse in and out of the class.

It is about having the opportunity to create your own work as well as looking at plays written by other people.

It is about developing communication, confidence and analytical skills, putting forward your ideas and listening to other
peoples.
Written: You will be expected to respond to, develop and evaluate classwork and performances in order to become a reflective

and independent learner. This will be recorded in purpose-built portfolios and assessed in a final 1 hour 45 minute exam that
questions the study of a set text and asks for evaluation of a piece of live theatre seen.
What knowledge, understanding, skills and values will I develop?

Drama is a subject that develops your sense of responsibility, in terms of working as part of a team and being responsible for you
own learning. You will learn to be objective about your work and be able to assess it honestly. In addition, you will develop your
knowledge of Drama skills and techniques, playwrights, practitioners and genres/styles.
How will I be assessed?
The course is in three parts:
Component
Component 1

Overview


Assessment

Students devise a piece of theatre from a given
starting point which they then perform.

Internally assessed



They will also create a written or spoken portfolio
covering the creating and developing process and

40%

Component 2



Performance from
Text
Component 3

Students will either perform in and/or design for
two key extracts from a performance text.

Externally assessed by a
visiting examiner



Choice of one set text from eight. Must be
explored practically. Questions will explore
approaches as a performer, director and designer.

Devising

Theatre Makers in
Practice



Evaluation of a piece of Live Theatre they have
seen.

Externally moderated

20%
Exam: 1 hour 45 mins
Section A: Questions on
set text
Section B: Live Theatre
Evaluation
40%

Who do I see for more information?
Please see Mrs. Tomo (Subject Leader) or Ms Parsons. We will also be running taster sessions. Check the Drama
notice board for details.
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Food Preparation and Nutrition
What are the areas I will study?
This GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition will equip students with the knowledge,
understanding and skills required to cook and apply the principles of food science,
nutrition and healthy eating. The six main topics cover: Food, Nutrition and Health,
Food Science, Food Safety, Food Choice, Food Provenance plus Food Preparation
and Cooking Skills.
What activities will I take part in?
This is a practical subject in which you will be given the opportunity to select,
prepare and cook a wide range of dishes. You will develop your practical and
experimental skills alongside report writing and data analysis. Your investigations
will involve tasting, testing, functions of ingredients and comparisons. You will work
both in groups and individually to assess nutritional value of dishes and learn how
they can be adapted to suit different dietary needs.
Tasks will include nutritional analyses, the relationship between diet and nutrition,
the relationship between nutrition and health, manufacturing processes, the uses of
appropriate equipment, environmental and sustainability issues, and how to
produce high skilled dishes.
What knowledge, understanding, skills and values will I develop?
Food Preparation and Nutrition is about the knowledge, understanding and skills
required when cooking to properly apply the principles of food science, nutrition,
healthy eating and modifying recipes.
You will gain knowledge through theory and practical situations. You will develop
an understanding of what happens when food is cooked, how to select, prepare
and store foods, and how to work hygienically and safely to provide a balanced diet
for yourself and others.
You will develop your practical skills and confidence in the kitchen through a variety
of assignments. You will explore a range of culinary traditions, ingredients, and
techniques including traditional British and also those from across the globe to
inspire new ideas and create your own recipes. You will also learn to evaluate and
analyse existing products and modify and improve them.
How will I be assessed?
You will be assessed through two Non-Exam Assessments (NEAs) worth 50% of
your final grade. Task 1 is a Food Investigation – investigating the functional and
nutritional properties of ingredients (worth 15%) which is usually between 6-8
pages including graphs and photographs. Task 2 is a Food Preparation Task which
includes planning, preparing and presenting 3 dishes relating to a set task. The
task will refer to an age range, dietary need, or culinary tradition (worth 35%).
This includes a 3 hour practical assessment to make the dishes. This is usually
around 20 pages including photographs. Both of these tasks will be completed
within lessons. There is also a Final written paper worth 50% completed at the
end of the course.

Who do I see for more information?
Please see Mrs Espley or Miss Bennett
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Further Mathematics and Statistics
What areas will I study?
This new course is designed for students who are likely to achieve grade 8 or 9 in GCSE Mathematics and who are highly likely to progress to A-level study in Mathematics and possibly Further
Mathematics.
Teaching and learning will be fast-paced with intentional daily demand.
Two courses would be studied within this one option block: Level 2 Further Mathematics and
GCSE Statistics.

Studying Level 2 Further Mathematics would allow suitable students to broaden and deepen their
knowledge. There will be an emphasis both on additional content and on higher order technical
proficiency, rigorous argument and mathematical problem-solving skills. For example students
will deploy numerical skills in an abstract, purely mathematical way and also in context in real-life
situations. They will make increasing use of algebra as well as calculus in order to set up and
solve problems and they will learn to model situations with vectors and rates of change. Topic
areas will also include logarithmic functions and indices, trigonometry, matrices and series.
Alongside this, by studying GCSE Statistics students would be expanding their ability to make
sense of data. This is clearly a very useful skill for working life and full citizenship in our modern
society. For instance one area of focus will be data collection, in terms of the planning of investigations, suitable design constraints, populations and sampling, controlling variables, minimising
distortion, cleaning data and acknowledging sources. Students will learn to use technical statistical terminology and symbolism including formal notation for probability. They will be given the
opportunity during the course to use computer-based tools to collect, understand, analyse and
report on real-life datasets.
How will I be assessed?
Assessment for Level 2 Further Mathematics would involve two written examinations.
Likewise GCSE Statistics would also consist two written exams.
Who do I see for more information?
Miss Forrest, Head of Mathematics
Please note that to study Mathematics at A-level it will not
have been essential to take this option in Key Stage 4. For
many students with strengths and interests in a variety of subject areas, it may well be more appropriate to make GCSE options choices which prioritise breadth rather than early specialisation.
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Geography
What are the areas I will study?
The GCSE course consists of three units:
1.

Living with the Physical Environment: The challenge of natural hazards, physical landscapes in the UK,
the living world.

2.

Challenges in the Human Environment: Urban issues and challenges, the changing economic world, the
challenge of resource management.

3.

Geographical applications: Issue evaluation, field work, geographical skills.

Places are studied as examples of various themes within these topics. The scale of these case studies ranges from
local to global. An issue-based, environmental approach is adopted though out the course.
What activities will I take part in?
Geography involves the use of a range of resources and materials. You can expect to use textbooks, maps, graphs,
ICT, videos, photographs and data. You will work individually and in small groups to discuss issues, perform role
play exercises, take part in geographical activities, create presentations and make informed decisions. You will take
part in fieldwork trips in the local area to help contribute to your geographical knowledge. You will be asked to
contribute to the cost of these trips.
What knowledge, understanding, skills and values will I develop?
Geography is about people and their environment. It will help to give you a greater awareness of the issues we face
in the world today. You will learn about the processes that shape the landscape. It will help you to understand, and
maybe influence, the changes that are occurring in your local area and in our own country, as well as the big issues
facing the whole world, such as global warming and problems in less economically developed countries. You will
develop skills in reading , using and drawing maps; interpreting photographs; drawing diagrams and graphs;
analysing data; using computers; and planning fieldwork. You will be encouraged to appreciate the values of
different people and their cultures.
How I’ll I be assessed?
The examination board is AQA Geography.
There are three exam papers for the geography GCSE course. These are taken at the end of the course in year 11.
Unit

Topic

Time

Weighting

Unit 1

Living with the Physical

1 ½ hours

35%

1 ½ hours

35%

1¼ hours

30%

Environment
Unit 2

Challenges in the Human
Environment

Unit 3

Geographical applications

Who do I see for more information?
Please ask your geography teacher or Mr Andrews.
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History
What areas will I study?
In Year 9 students complete their study of The World Since 1901 focusing on the issue of persecution through case
studies such as Bosnia, Rwanda and Cambodia and the struggle for independence in India and against apartheid in
South Africa
After Christmas in Year 9, students follow the Edexcel History course. The main topics are:
1.

The USA, 1954-75: conflict at home and abroad

2.

Crime and punishment through time, c1000-present

3.

The American West, c1835-1895

4.

Early Elizabethan England, 1558-88

What activities will I take part in?
In GCSE History we focus on interactive learning which makes the topics covered exciting and engaging. Students
are provided with all of the notes they need regarding content so that lessons can focus on developing
understanding and skills through activities as diverse as model building to games shows to re-creating a US
newsroom at the time of the Civil Rights Movement.
What knowledge, understanding, skills and values will I develop?
You will learn how to think clearly and to select and analyse information. You will develop an understanding of how
and why events occurred, and how people lived and thought in the past. You will learn how to communicate
effectively and to debate contentious issues confidently. History is one of the few subjects which teaches the
essential skill of thinking critically and also supports other GCSE subjects, particularly English.
How will I be assessed?
All four units will be assessed through examinations at the end of the GCSE course using a combination of short
answers, slightly longer structured responses and the use of sources.

Who do I see for more information?
Please ask any of the History teachers – Miss Curtis, Mrs Gray, Mrs Bird or Miss Sharma
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Media Studies

What areas will I study?
Media Studies is based around four key concepts: representation, audiences, institutions and
media language. This means you will be learning about how different groups or individuals are
represented in the media; how and why audiences consume different media texts; the different
organisations that make and control the media products we consume and the ways in which
they are produced.
What activities will I take part in?
You will take part in discussion and analysis of media texts, such as TV and radio programmes,
films, adverts, news articles, magazines, video games, etc. You will also work independently on
practical productions, including making either an audio-visual piece or a print piece for your
GCSE coursework.
What knowledge, understanding, skills and values will I develop?
You will become informed about the four key media concepts and their relevance to a whole
range of media topics, including print media, television and film, radio and digital media. You
will be trained in how to use media-specific technology, including cameras, and image and
video-editing software.
How will I be assessed?
The Media Studies GCSE is a combination of coursework (30%) and two written exams (35%
each).
Who do I see for more information?
Ms Humphrey, Head of Media Studies
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Modern Foreign Language - French, German, Spanish & Chinese
Why should I be considering doing a GCSE Language?
Learning a language is a key skill in the modern world of work. Many Europeans of your age will speak a number of
languages, including having an extremely high level of English. We don’t want you to be disadvantaged, so having a
level of fluency at GCSE level will be imperative. Typically, 85% of Piggott students do a language for GCSE and in
the current Y11 we have 15 students who are studying two languages.
What are the areas I will study?
We follow the Edexcel GCSE exam syllabus. The Modern Language courses focus on the study of practical everyday
situations including Identity and culture, Local area, holiday and travel, School, Work, Future plans and international
and global areas of interest including Environmental Problems. All these topics are rooted specifically in the target
language country and you will learn aspects of culture, geography and history as part of the course.
The examined four skill areas are as follows: listening, reading, speaking and writing.
Support for these areas can be found on specific websites and the relevant Google Classroom platform where we
post extra material, revision notes, presentations and study videos.
What activities will I take part in? What knowledge, understanding, skills and values will I develop?
A GCSE in a Modern Foreign Language will prepare you for the next phase of your life and with the unpredictability
of post-Brexit Europe, it is essential that as students at the Piggott School, you have the required skills to keep you
ahead of your contemporaries in terms of employability. It will also to provide you the communication skills and
resilience to compete in an ever changing world. You can be a real speaker of the language upon leaving the Piggott
and at every juncture of the languages learning journey you will find your own success that you will take on to the
next phase.
As well as classroom lessons, we will use the computer suites to practise key language and grammar structures suing
a series of specific MFL apps such as Quizlet, Memrise, Duolingo, This is Language which will allow you to
work more independently both in and outside the classroom. These lessons will also be timetabled fortnightly across
the timetable and will be integral in all three years of the GCSE course not only in your language learning, but also in
broadening your understanding of other cultures. In classroom lessons you will be given expert teaching in how to
expand your knowledge in the four language skills as well as developing a cultural and linguistic understanding
pertinent to the language you are studying. Nearer the exams, we will offer bespoke revision and exam skills practice
to ensure that you achieve the very highest grade.
Look out for the exchange trips to France, Spain, Germany and China as well as other trips related to languages
where you and your friends will be able to put your language skills to the test in real life situations.
How will I be assessed?

The final GCSE grade will be split equally between the four skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing.
Final assessment will be graded from 1-9

Listening Test 25%
Speaking assessment 25%
Reading Test 25%
Written assessment 25%
Who do I see for more information?
If you wish to know more, please talk to the appropriate language teacher.
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Music
What are the areas I will study?
You will perform, compose and listen and appraise following the Edexcel syllabus. This will involve being able to:



play and/or sing an individual part with technical control, expression, interpretation and, where appropriate, a
sense of ensemble (performing).



create and develop musical ideas in relation to a set of detailed instructions (composing).



analyse and evaluate music using musical terminology (appraising).

What activities will I take part in?
As well as making the most of your own musical interests you will be introduced to new styles of music. The world you
live in contains many different cultures. Your three-year GCSE course aims to reflect this so you will study various kinds
of music, including two set works from each of the following Areas of Study:



Instrumental Music 1700-1820



Vocal Music



Music for Stage and Screen



Fusions

You are expected to support the Music Department by participating in and being committed to extra-curricular activities.
There are a number of different groups that you are welcome to join. It is also highly beneficial to be undertaking
instrumental or vocal lessons with a peripatetic teacher as these specific skills are not taught as part of the GCSE.
What knowledge, understanding, skills and values will I develop?
You will:



understand a range of different kinds of music.



make judgements about musical quality.




think creatively and critically.



gain confidence in presentations and be aware of how to manage your time and deadlines.

work individually as well as in groups to enhance independent and team skills.

How will I be assessed?
Performing accounts for 30% of your GCSE
a) Solo performance(s)

You will perform as a soloist for at least one minute.

15%

b) Ensemble performance(s)

You will perform as part of an ensemble for at least one minute.

15%

The total duration of all the performances is at least four minutes.
Composing accounts for 30% of your GCSE
a) Composition 1

One composition written to a set brief, based
on one of the four Areas of Study.

b) Composition 2

One free composition.

Listening and appraising accounts for 40% of your GCSE
Listening Paper

1hr 45mins

A listening paper containing questions based on
all four Areas of Study, as well as unfamiliar
works and dictation exercises.

Who do I see for more information?
Miss Taylor and Miss Percival.
Also, talk to Music students currently in Years 9, 10 and 11.
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Photography : lens-based and light-based media
What are the areas I will study?
The Art department offers AQA, GCSE Photography.
What activities will I take part in?
This course offers each student the opportunity to explore a range of lens-based and light-based media,
techniques and processes, including traditional and new technologies.
The course begins in Year 9 with a series of foundation projects that introduce students to skills and techniques
that are necessary to successfully complete the course. In years 10 and 11 they will complete a selection of
projects of which the initial themes will be set by their class teacher. These projects will then form their
coursework portfolio.
The themes and materials covered on this course are very wide ranging and include areas of portraiture, still
life photography, graphic design and new media practice such as computer manipulated photography.
What knowledge, understanding, skills and values will I develop?
Students will be encouraged to develop knowledge, skills and values which will help them to express their own
ideas, thoughts and feelings. They should gain an understanding of viewpoints, composition, focus control,
depth of field, movement and narrative as well as an understanding of the formal elements; line, form, colour,
tone, pattern, texture.
Students will also develop the skills to evaluate their own work and the work of other artists. They will be
required to discuss their work and ideas with other members of the class as well as their teacher.
How will I be assessed?
Coursework completed in class accounts for 60% of the final grade. The remaining 40% is an externally set
project which culminates in a 10 hour practical exam on a theme for which students have carefully researched
and prepared ideas.
Who do I see for more information?
For more information, students can speak to their individual Art teacher or come and talk to Mrs Franklin
(Room 10).
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Physical Education Examination Courses
What are the areas I will study?
The department will offer AQA GCSE PE course.
What activities will I take part in?
In this course you will study; the theory of physical activity and sport, how the body works, factors affecting
performance, diet and drugs, the organisation of sport and issues relating to sport and the community. You will
also take part in a number of different practical activities.
What knowledge, understanding, skills and values will I develop?
Students will be inspired, motivated and challenged, and enable them to make informed decisions about further
learning opportunities and career pathways. They will develop knowledge, understanding, skills and values to
develop and maintain their performance in physical activities and understand the benefits to health, fitness and
wellbeing. In addition students will develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin
physical activity and sport and use this knowledge to improve performance.
You will be expected to bring a folder to each theory lesson to store your theory notes. You will bring kit for all
practical lessons, if you are excused you will still be expected to get changed and take on a different role such as
coach, leader or official in the lessons. There is also an expectation that you attend extra-curricular clubs to help
improve your skill level further.
Paper 1: The human body and movement in
physical activity and sport (30% of GCSE)

Paper 2: Socio-cultural influences and well-being
in physical activity and sport (30% of GCSE)

 Applied anatomy and physiology

 Sports psychology

 Movement analysis

 Socio-cultural influences

 Physical training

 Health, fitness and well-being

 Use of data

 Use of data
Non-exam assessment: Practical performance in physical
activity and sport (40% of GCSE)
Practical performance in three different physical activities
 One in a team activity,
 One in an individual activity
 One in either a team or in an individual activity

Who do I see for more information?
If you would like more information, see a member of the Physical Education Department.
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What Happens Next?
1. Virtual Options Evening and Options Preference Form
Following the Virtual Options Evening on 6th January, every student will have to complete an Options
Preference Form. You will select 5 subjects, labelled 1-5 where 1 is the subject you most want to study.

2. Online Parents’ Evening
At the Online Parents’ Evening on Wednesday 3rd February, appointments can be made with subject
teachers for students and their parents to discuss suitability for GCSE options as well as progress in general
to help make final decisions before returning the Preference Form by Friday 5th February.
3. Individual Student Interviews
These will take place from Monday 1st March.
4. Confirmation Letter
This will be sent to parents by the end of the summer term to confirm the selection.
This will be sent to parents by the end of the summer term to confirm the selection.

ALL OPTION FORMS SHOULD BE RETURNED TO YOUR FORM TUTOR BY
FRIDAY 5th FEBRUARY 2021

The school endeavours to provide students with all of their option choices and, unlike many schools, we
offer a free choice to all. The option blocks are built after students have made their choices rather than
before. This gives students more choice and it is usually possible to give the majority of students all their
option choices. However, staffing issues and class size constraints mean that students will need to select an
alternative reserve full GCSE option which can replace one of their other choices if their initial choice
combination is not possible. This reserve choice is to be included on the return slip. Please see the
accompanying letter for more detail.
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Options Preference Form
The national attainment measure, Attainment 8, will be relevant for you when you have completed your GCSEs.
To maximise your Attainment 8 score you must choose as one of your options at least one
EBacc subject from the following list:
French, German, Spanish, Chinese, Geography, History or Computer Science.
You have four option choices. Please number them in order of preference. Please give a reserve choice and label it ‘Reserve’.
GCSE Option

Order of Preference

Art and Design GCSE
Business GCSE
Chinese GCSE
Computer Science GCSE
Level 2 Cambridge National Certificate in Creative iMedia (IT)
Design & Technology GCSE
Drama GCSE
Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE

French GCSE
Further Mathematics level 2 and Statistics GCSE
Geography GCSE
German GCSE
History GCSE
Media Studies GCSE
Music GCSE
Photography GCSE
Physical Education GCSE

Spanish GCSE
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Options Timeline

Wednesday 6th January

Virtual Options Evening

Wednesday 3rd February Online Parents’ Evening

Friday 5th February

Monday 1

st

March

End of summer Term

Deadline for Preference Forms
Options discussions with a
senior member of staff begin
Subjects confirmed
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